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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicants' Amendment filed on March 3, 2005 has been considered with the 
following effect. 

Applicants 1 response to the Oath/Declaration and the copy of the previously filed 
Declaration signed by all the inventors has overcome the Examiner's rejection to the 
Oath/Declaration. 

Applicants' response by virtue of amendment to claims 1-39 and 42 has 
overcome the Examiner's rejection of such claim under 35 USC 101. 

Claims 1, 20, and 42 are amended. New claim 43 has been added. Claims 1-43 
remain pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11, 13-19, and 22-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by over the website www.digitalglobe.com (Digital Globe). 

Regarding claims 1 and 40-41, Digital Globe discloses a method for offering for 
purchase by a computer, computer storage medium and a computer program product 
for offering for purchase earth imagery content of a user-selected desired geospatial 
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area (Digital Globe Navigator™ On-line Catalog ordering tool; page 73; page 36), 
comprising: receiving earth imagery metadata from a plurality of earth imagery content 
providers (page 39; page 73) and storing the earth imagery metadata in a plurality of 
databases (Digital Globe™ databases, page 5); overlaying the earth imagery metadata 
on a mapping application for display (image production, pages 94-97); interacting, by a 
user, over a network channel with the mapping application, including locating a 
geographical area on a computer display via the mapping application and selecting via 
an on-line, interactive man-machine interface a desired geospatial area represented by 
one or more user defined polygons (geographic projection: customer-specified; page 
66; satellite tasking, pages 77-79; ); converting the user-selected geospatial area 
represented by the user defined polygons to a data string (geographic projection: 
customer-specified; page 66; satellite tasking, pages 77-79); transmitting the data 
string over a network channel to a fulfillment provider (pages 146-148); generating by 
the fulfillment provider a photo product of the desired geographical area in a format 
selected by the user (Product delivery options, geographic projection, customer 
specified; page 66; satellite tasking, pages 77-79); wherein interacting via the on-line, 
interactive man-machine interface includes: viewing, by the user, a geographic data on 
the computer display, including a map; locating, by the user, a spatial location on the 
map, and dynamically selecting, by the user a geographical area, including the spatial 
location, enclosed by a user defined polygon, providing substantially limitless size and 
shape variability (map-based graphical user interface, page 36; satellite tasking, pages 
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77-79; custom orders such as satellite tasking a satellite, or custom processing of 
archive imagery or off-the-shelf products, page 147; pages 82-83). 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 8-1 1 , Digital Globe discloses the data string includes a 
name specified by the user, an earth imagery content provider code, a year in which the 
earth imagery content provider acquired the earth imagery content, and geospatial 
position of earth imagery content (product information; pages 93-99). 

Regarding claims 4-7 and 13-16, Digital Globe discloses one or more polygons 
are identified by polygon points in the form of longitude and latitude coordinates and is 
communicated by digital file containing user's desired area (product types; geographic 
projection is customer-specified; pages 65-66); Internet and a local server with direct 
remote access capability (the website www.digitalglobe.com); the photo product is a 
digital image or one printed image (image support data for processing application such 
as digital photogrammetry, image analysis, and multispectral analysis; pages 65-66); 
delivering the photo product to the user in the format selected by the use (deliver of the 
products that the data delivered will be of the area of interest ordered); and delivered to 
the user on a computer readable storage medium (product delivery, media, CD-Rom; 
page 66). 

Regarding claims 17-19, Digital Globe discloses offering the user a choice of 
photo products; the choice of products presented to user varies with the desired 
geospatial area selected; and the choice of photo products presented to the user varies 
with the geospatial area and/ or format selected (see at least pages 63-66; page 149). 
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Regarding claims 22-32 and 38-39, Digital Globe discloses allowing the user to 
select stereo and mono coverage (see at least pages 63-70); allowing the user to 
purchase planned imagery (see at least pages 63-70); the on-line, interactive man- 
machine interface enables viewing of referenced selection and metadata throughout 
decision process (viewing parameters; pages 126-128; pages 63-66); capturing unique 
ID's relating to the desired geospatial area selected by the user from a back-end system 
access (pages 65-67); the user selects from earth imagery content available 
differentiated by year, color versus Black & white, resolution, scale or precision 
processed form (imagery specification, pages 62-63; product types, pages 65-67; 
images, page 76); delivering the photo product to the user (delivery, page 147); the 
channel is an intranet site located on a local server with periodic updates (Digital 
Glove™ archive is continually updated with new EarthWatch and partner-supplied 
geographic data, page 145); offering to allow payment for the product via the channel 
(credit and billing pages 146-147); generating the photo product of the desired 
geospatial area for earth imagery content using the fulfillment data string combined with 
the fulfillment metadata of the earth imagery content selected (pages 146-148; pages 
65-66); the delivering step is performed by mail, e-mail of digital file, FTP of digital file, 
on-line view, on-line download, or on-line use of digital file within desktop applications 
(product delivery options, page 66); and the user defines the format of the photo product 
with respect to a level of processing, a geographical projection, a software reading 
format, and a delivery means (pages 63-70); the content providers control quality and 
accuracy of the display of earth imagery content over the channel through on-line 
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upload and verification of the earth imagery content (pages 63-70; page 74); and the 
desired geospatial area represented by one or more user defined polygons is 
substantially infinitely variable as to a location, a size and a shape (pages 63-70). 

Regarding claims 33-35, Digital Globe discloses the photo product is defined by: 
geographical projection selected; and a software reading format selected; a delivery 
means selected (pages 63-70). 

Regarding claims 36-37, Digital Globe discloses the data string is transmitted as 
an http request, sent by FTP; and the data string automatically populates a database via 
an html form (page 73). 

Regarding claim 42, Digital Globe discloses a computer method for offering for 
purchase user-selected earth imagery content of a desired geospatial area (Digital 
Globe Navigator™ On-line Catalog ordering tool; page 73; page 36), comprising: 
receiving, by a computer, earth imagery metadata from a plurality of earth imagery 
content providers (page 39; page 73); overlaying the earth imagery metadata on a 
mapping application (image production, pages 94-97); communicating, by a user, over a 
network channel with the service provider (EarthWatch), the user locating a 
geographical area via the mapping application and dynamically selecting via an on-line, 
interactive man-machine interface a desired geospatial area represented by one or 
more user defined polygons (geographic projection: customer-specified; page 66; 
satellite tasking, pages 77-79); converting the user-selected geospatial area 
represented by one or more polygons to a data string (geographic projection: customer- 
specified; page 66; satellite tasking, pages 77-79); transmitting the data string over a 
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network channel to a computer of the fulfillment provider (pages 146-148); and the 
fulfillment provider generating a photo product of the desired geospatial area in a format 
selected by the user, based on the user defined polygons dynamically selected on a 
computer display of the user (map-based graphical user interface, page 36; satellite 
tasking, pages 77-79; custom orders such as satellite tasking a satellite, or custom 
processing of archive imagery or off-the-shelf products, page 147; pages 82-83; pages 
146-148). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
website www.digitalglobe.com (Digital Globe) in view of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 2001/0049648 to Naylor et al. Digital Globe substantially discloses the claimed 
invention, however, it does not disclose the bid. Digital Globe discloses a request to 
purchase the images (pages 146-148). 

Naylor, on the other hand, teaches an electronic marketplace for selling and 
auctioning off display rights to digital imagery (Abstract). Prospective buyers can view 
digital images and bid for the right to display the images (bid) (Abstract). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Digital Globe, to include the bid, 
as taught by Naylor, in order to maximize revenue of the owner of the digital image 
(Naylor, paragraph 9). 

Claims 20 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the website www.digitalglobe.com (Digital Globe) in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,809,145 to Slik et al. Digital Globe substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not disclose the determining of the price automatically by a computer 
of the fulfillment provider in response to the dynamically selected polygons. Digital 
Globe does disclose pricing information based on customer-specified geographic 
projection (page 83; page 149). Furthermore, Digital Globe discloses a price and a 
delivery time and a location of the fulfillment are dependent on the desired geospatial 
area and format selected (see at least pages 63-66; pricing information, page 149). 

Slik, on the other hand, teaches the determining of the price automatically by a 
computer of the fulfillment provider in response to the dynamically selected polygons 
(col. 6, lines 9-13; col. 12, line 30 -col. 13, line 25; Figures 6-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Digital Globe, to include the 
determining of the price automatically by a computer, as taught by Slik, in order to 
provide a user interface of a customized purchase screen (Slik, col. 13, lines 23-25). 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
website www.digitalglobe.com (Digital Globe) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,956,027 
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to Krishnamurthy. Digital Globe substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not disclose the allowing the user to share a view with another party 
over the channel. Digital Globe discloses "viewing parameters" and "using information 
from our web site" (page 126-128). 

Krishnamurthy, on the other hand, teaches a method of sharing an interesting 
WWW page with other users who have interest in the subject matter (allow the user to 
hare a view with another party over the channel) (abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the method of Digital Globe, to include the allowing the 
user to share a view with another party over the channel, as taught by Krishnamurthy, in 
order for a user to share with others a common subject matter interests (Krishnamurthy, 
col. 1, lines 38-40). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments with respect to claim 20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicants 1 arguments filed March 3, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants remark that "Digital Globe does not disclose dynamically selecting, by 
the user, a geographical area, including the spatial location, enclosed by a user defined 
polygon, that provides substantially limitless size and shape variability", as recited in 
claim 1 . 
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The Examiner notes that Digital Globe discloses Satellite Tasking wherein the 
users may task the satellite to collect imagery when the desired imagery is not available 
from the Digital Globe™ database (page 77). The tasking includes imaging a new 
geographic location, a more recent collection date, or imagery that contains specially 
imaging options (page 77). Satellite Tasking includes gathering user's acquisition 
parameters, such as: geographic coverage, which includes any polygonal area 
worldwide; spectral band width; resolution, etc (pages 77-78). Satellite Tasking further 
includes post-collection processing options such as georeferencing, which the user's 
chooses the map projection (page 78). Furthermore, Digital Globe discloses Digital 
Globe ™ Navigator online catalog ordering tool, which includes 24 hour worldwide 
access; map-based graphical user interface, off-the-shelf product; and EarthWatch 
satellite tasking (page 36). Moreover, Digital Globe discloses when ordering an image 
the customer has to specify the geographic projection (page 83). 

Such Satellite Tasking wherein the users may task the satellite to collect imagery 
which includes acquisition parameters of the user and georeferencing based on the 
user's map projection and online catalog ordering tool which includes the map-based 
graphical' user interface are considered "dynamically selecting, by the user, a 
geographical area, including the spatial location, enclosed by a user defined polygon, 
that provides substantially limitless size and shape variability". 

Applicants' remark pertaining to claim 42. 

The Examiner directs Applicants' attention to the Examiner's response to 
Applicants' previous remarks regarding claim 1. 
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Applicants' remarks pertaining to claims 20 and 43. 

The Examiner directs Applicants' attention to the Office Action, above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREErMONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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